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Abstract: “The Rule of Law and the Laws that Rule: Considerations Towards a Special Status for Rebels”
Duncan MacIntosh
Dealing with terrorists by the rule of law must not consist just in choosing a method of enforcement of the law against terrorists by deciding a legal status for them – criminal, privileged combatant, non-privileged enemy. For the rule of law is only as good as the laws that rule, and enforcing a given set rules is in danger of doing nothing but supporting a protection racket for extant interests and against the oppressed. An alternative to this is envisaged, one attempting a more full conception of the conditions of just rule of law; and this makes the status of terrorists more complicated, and more akin to that of privileged state combatant.

